GROWING RESPONSIBILITY
Sandra Knapp is a development officer for GRID Alternatives’ central coast office
in Atascadero. She raises funds for the organization’s renewable energy projects
and supports events like the 2011 October inaugural Central Coast Solarthon in
Templeton, where the Houser family had solar panels installed on their home.

During the Solarthon, a group of volunteer Rabobank, N.A.
employees worked alongside more than 100 individuals
installing solar panels on eight homes being built through
Peoples’ Self-Help Housing, an organization that helps
low-income families find, and sometimes build, affordable
homes. The bank also donated money to the event.
Over time, the eight photovoltaic systems that were installed
will generate an estimated 1.3 million kilowatts of clean
energy and keep 580 tons of greenhouse gas emissions out
of the atmosphere. However, the economic impact of the
solar equipment is just as important as the environmental
impact. Each system installed by GRID Alternatives is free for
qualified homeowners, thanks to donations, state rebates,
and county permit fee waivers. And, each system lowers
families’ utility bills by 75 to 95 percent.
“Families that might have had a $100 monthly utility bill
are now down to $25. That $75 worth of savings can go
into a money market account or be savings for the future.
It can pay down debt, or be used for education or other
things,” says Knapp.
The impact has been even greater for Stephanie and Kevin
Houser, who moved into a new 1,200-square-foot house
in January. Bank volunteers helped the Housers install their
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panels during the Solarthon. “Our last electricity bill was
somewhere in the neighborhood of $3,” says Stephanie.
“It’s a blessing.”
The system will save the family a projected $16,000 over
the coming years. As a result, the Housers feel comfortable
looking beyond food, shelter and clothing to the occasional
treat, such as birthday parties for their daughters. Their
youngest turned three on the day they moved into their
new home.
“We are so thankful for all those people who simply wanted
to help out a low-income family that they don’t even know.
They didn’t just get out the checkbook. They got out their
work shirts and rolled up their sleeves. That’s what really
makes a community. That’s what really counts,” Houser says.
Knapp agrees that it’s about helping others and building
community. “When they don’t have to worry about paying
bills, these residents can leverage assets back into other
areas,” she says. “What Rabobank does is almost like
paying it forward. They are helping families become more
economically viable in their community, and that makes
the whole community more economically viable. It’s a
domino effect.”

