GROWING INDEPENDENCE
Last August, thanks to Brawley Pioneers’ below-market rent structure, the Castillo
family signed a new lease on a three-bedroom, two-bathroom apartment. In
addition to their own spacious home, they gained access to a swimming pool,
a “tot lot” with playground equipment and shaded outdoor spaces.

The Castillo’s apartment homes have gas barbecues that
are available for cookouts and special celebrations with
friends, family members, and neighbors; and there are onsite laundry facilities, plus a computer lab, and a common
room with a television and books for residents.

“It’s for the long-term good of the project, and of the community,
to conserve these resources,” explains Chelsea Investment
Corporation President Cheri Hoffman. She calls Rabobank a
“partner of choice” for her organization, particularly for projects
in agricultural communities such as Brawley.

“This is great. I so love this place,” says Castillo. “It’s made a
big difference. I have a park here, I have a pool and now we
can walk the kids to school.”

“We always go to Rabobank for these projects in Imperial
County and other rural areas. They are present there, and
they have branch offices and banking there,” Hoffman
says. “They certainly understand farm labor, and they
understand the nature of the rural community. They are
just more user-friendly...I can’t say enough good things
about Rabobank and the staff.”

The 76-unit Brawley Pioneers complex provides a budgetfriendly option for local farm workers who, like Castillo and
her family, have few affordable housing alternatives in the
area. Residents pay a monthly rent equal to 30 percent of
their income, and the remaining costs are covered by United
States Department of Agriculture funds. Rabobank, N.A.
supplied nearly $12 million in construction financing for the
project, which was also supported by low-income tax credits,
and tax credits for energy efficient construction.
Incorporating solar panels, low-flow toilets, and other
green components allowed developers to seek Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification
for the complex. As a result, Castillo says her family’s utility
bills are as low as $30 per month because of energy-saving
features in their apartment.
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By funding affordable housing projects such as the Brawley
Pioneers Apartments, Rabobank, N.A. and Chelsea Investment
Corporation create new opportunities and change the lives
of residents. Such is the case for Castillo, who says she likes
everything about her family’s new home.
“It feels so comfortable here. It’s a really good experience
living on our own, and the rent based on income is really
helpful. This apartment is really good,” she says.

